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Abstract  

Introduction. In recent years, the use of technological aids, es-

pecially those related to digital tools and apps, has increasingly be-

come a common feature of the classroom in universities. Teaching in 

a digital world is a difficult task. The digital world is constantly 

changing, and it can be hard to keep up with new trends.  

Materials and methods. The main research methods include 

analysis of scientific literature on the problem of LSP teaching and 

innovative learning platforms in the foreign languages classes, as 

well as diagnostic methods, including observation, description, and 

methods of statistical data processing.  

Results. The introduction of Moodle learning platform into the 

educational process in our University proves that it can be brought 

in any learning process to make it more interactive and integrative.  

Discussion. The study shows that a lot of apps, tools and re-

sources can be used in teaching process.  
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Conclusion.  Applying such digital technologies in classes al-

low us to experiment more in foreign languages teaching and get 

instant feedback. Digital educational tools and apps can modify the 

LSP teaching as well.  

Keywords:  digital tools and apps, teaching process, language 

for Specific Purposes (LSP), learning technologies, Moodle learning 

platform 

Highlights: 

- the paper described the role of  Language for Specific Pur-

poses (LSP) in the higher education institutions ; 

- the study defined digital education as the most effective  in 

LSP teaching to non- linguist students;  

- the paper overviewed  digital tools and apps in LSP teaching.  

1. Introduction (Введение). 

Digital language learning be-

comes very crucial in the LSP 

teaching. Computer technology 

has the capacity to facilitate peo-

ple to access to other people as 

well as to information and data 

(Kern & Warchauher, 2000). It 

can be a model of LSP teaching 

and may serve as a guide for de-

signing learning platforms in the 

educational process. This vast 

variety of digital tools and apps 

provides a lot of opportunities to 

penetrate into our life including 

education. In educational field, 

especially in LSP teaching and 

learning, the learning platforms 

provide a strong demand to bring 

its apps in classroom teaching.  

Digital tools and apps open new 

prospects for students. The suc-

cess of such teaching process is 

possible because of the introduc-

tion the learning platforms into 

universities classrooms. The 

main targets using digital tools 

and apps are to encourage stu-

dents to work individually and in 

an autonomous way on their lan-

guage. 

2 .Materials and methods 

(Материалы и методы) 

Language for Specific Pur-

poses (LSP) 

In the higher education institu-

tions Language for Specific  Pur-

poses (LSP) plays an important role
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because globalization in the 

world requires professionals and 

specialists in various areas to 

communicate successfully in for-

eign languages. The success is 

conditional on their ability to 

manage language barriers with 

respect to their professional ar-

eas. English for Specific Pur-

poses is meant that type of lan-

guage learning which has its fo-

cus on all aspects of language 

pertaining to a particular field of 

human activity (Wright, 1992: 3). 

In other words, it is a way of 

teaching/learning English for 

specialized subjects with some 

specific vocational and educa-

tional purposes in mind. In LSP 

syllabus, the teaching content is 

geared to the special language 

'repertoire' pertaining to the spe-

cialized aims that are required of 

the learners. Teaching LSP to 

non- linguist students is a diffi-

cult task because there are a lot 

of different teaching methods 

which differ in their conceptuali-

sation and operationalisation of 

LSP, and as a result in their learn-

ing outcomes for students.  

The origin of LSP is closely con- 

nected with the needs of individ-

uals. In general, LSP puts great 

emphasis on the practical results 

of language learning and deals 

with language of business, sci-

ence and technology, economics, 

management, veterinary medi-

cine, agriculture and etc., which 

makes it complicated to choose 

the teaching methods those would 

apply to all disciplines and pro-

fessional activities the learners 

are involved in. As a result, the 

LSP teaching methods always in-

tegrates the language learning 

and subject learning approaches. 

Defined to meet the specific 

needs of the learners, LSP makes 

use of teaching methods and the 

activities of the discipline it 

serves by focusing on the lan-

guage appropriate to these activ-

ities. As a specific approach to 

language teaching methods, LSP 

requires that “all decisions as to 

content and method be based on 

the learner’s reason for learning” 

(Hutchinson and Waters, 1987: 

19) 

3. Results (Результаты) 

In modern world, it is difficult 

to find  an area of life that hasn’t 
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been affected by the process of 

digitalization. Modern digital 

technologies have deeply pene-

trated into every branch of our so-

ciety, including education, as well. 

However, there is a still lot of po-

tential in that field that hasn’t 

been taken advantage of, and that 

situation should be corrected in 

the near future, because there are 

plenty of benefits digital educa-

tion is here to give. 

Digital education is the most 

effective when delivered by teach-

ers experienced in their subjects. 

The best way to maintain the con-

nection between digital education 

and the values of traditional edu-

cation is through ensuring that 

digital learning is taught by fully 

qualified and interested teachers 

using digital educational tools and 

different apps. During the classes 

they involve such tools as: live 

chat; audio and video conferenc-

ing; data and application sharing; 

joint viewing of multimedia 

presentations; online slide shows.  

E-mails, discussions, news-

groups and file attachments as the 

time-delayed capabilities of the 

Internet are also used.  

4. Discussion (Обсуждение) 

Nowadays learning technolo-

gies play a fundamental role in 

the processes of LSP teaching. A 

lot of digital education tools have 

been created with the purpose of 

giving autonomy to the students 

improving their language skills 

in the LSP learning. They encour-

age collaboration, and facilitate 

communication between teachers 

and learners employing modern 

technologies and communica-

tions in order to provide students 

with specific information. These 

modern technologies enable to 

introduce elements of the future 

profession facts into the educa-

tion process, which should im-

prove student motivation and in-

formation retention, as well as 

their ability to do their own re-

search and work in teams. It also 

allows for individual learning 

and encourages students to seek 

out the content that they like.  

Digital tools and apps in LSP 

teaching 

There are a lot of digital  tools 

that can help you in LSP teaching. 

Learning technologies applying 

in  the  Ulyanovsk State  Agrarian
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University named after P. Stoly-

pin (Ulyanovsk, Russia) in LSP 

teaching are:  

Moodle. Moodle is a learning 

platform designed to provide 

teachers, administrators and stu-

dents with a single robust, secure 

and integrated system to create 

their own custom learning envi-

ronments. It is also an open 

source, and it can be expanded 

through integration of different 

features, plugins, and modules.  

Socrative. Socrative is the ef-

fective app. Socrative allows 

teachers to connect with students 

and they no longer need to guess 

which students have understood 

the learning material. Students 

share their understanding by an-

swering formative assessment 

questions in a variety of formats: 

quizzes, quick question polls, 

exit tickets and others. The teach-

ers assess students with prepared 

activities to get immediate in-

sight into student understanding. 

The teachers use auto-populated 

results to determine the best in-

structional approach to most ef-

fectively drive learning, the stu-

dents share their inquiry using 

the app, and provide the feed-

back, making the teacher’s job 

much easier.  

Engrade. Engrade is that 

teachers can create interactive 

lessons using the materials they 

have collected online, and even 

make online quizzes that will 

prepare their students for future 

tests.  

Kahoot!  Kahoot!  Is a game-

based learning platform, used as 

educational technology in  learn-

ing institutions. It allows teach-

ers to introduce gaming elements 

in their classroom in order to en-

gage students and grab their at-

tention. The app enables them to 

create presentation, quizzes, and 

collaborate on each new lesson. 

Students can take part in check-

ing out the presentations. It is 

best suitable for team work.  

Moodle learning platform  

All of these apps are used by 

the teachers in our University. 

But in this work we will focus on 

the Moodle learning platform.  

Moodle has a number of ad-

vantages. In connection with the 

tendency to increase the number of 

international educational programs  
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(training courses and seminars, as 

well as in connection with the 

need to export educational ser-

vices), there is a need for multi-

lingual support of educational re-

sources. Moodle supports more 

than 70 languages of the world, 

which allows using it in more than 

197 countries of the world.  

In the Ulyanovsk State Agrar-

ian University named after P.A. 

Stolypin an English language 

course for the first and second 

year students of the Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine and Biotech-

nology is introduced in the educa-

tional process. This course is 

based on the Moodle learning 

platform. It consists of a note for 

working, an English-Russian dic-

tionary, theoretical grammar, 

questions for self-control and ex-

ercises for consolidation of 

knowledge in grammar, conversa-

tional topics, texts for additional 

reading in specialty. There is an 

english – russian glossary that 

greatly helps students to translate 

professionally - oriented texts. 

This course is divided into 4 

terms. The Moodle learning plat-

form provides the addition active 

elements for the organization of 

students’ individual work to the 

course. It is the work with the el-

ements of the course evaluated by 

the system or the teacher and, ul-

timately, allows the teachers to 

give the summative assessment 

for learning the material.  

The most common elements of 

the course: 

Task. The teacher sets a task 

for students, which requires pre-

paring a response in electronic 

form (in any format) and upload-

ing it to a dedicated element of 

the course. Then this respond is 

checked and the teacher can give 

the mark for it. Students inde-

pendently study the grammatical 

material, do exercises and send 

them to the teacher for checking. 

They also work on conversational 

topics and answer questions to 

them, read and translate the text 

for additional reading in spe-

cialty, simultaneously compile a 

dictionary of unknown words.  

After studying the material of 

each semester, grammar topics are 

evaluated using tests. 

Test. This element of the 

course allows the teacher to make 
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test questions. Questions can be: 

multiple choice answers, with a 

choice of true/false assuming a 

short text answer, as well as other 

types. All questions are stored in 

the database and can be subse-

quently reused. Tests can show 

correct answers or just a mark.  

Chat. It allows a teacher to 

hold discussions in online envi-

ronments. Chatting involves the 

simultaneous presence of teachers 

and students in the course. This is 

a convenient way to get infor-

mation about how the material is 

learned. The teacher talks with 

the student on the learned topics, 

and students translate any passage 

of the professionally oriented 

texts for additional reading, an-

swer questions and learned words.  

Surveys. They are a simple el-

ement of the course, allowing a 

teacher to ask the question by 

choosing one of some answers. 

They are useful as a quick recita-

tion and to find general opinions 

in the process of researching 

problems.  

Glossary. This is a dictionary 

of terms and concepts used in the 

course. When reading the text in 

specialty, students compile a dic-

tionary of unknown words and 

terms. 

To use the individual elements 

in the course the teacher inserts 

them in the right section of the 

course. The teacher adds the ele-

ments in the edit mode. 

5. Conclusion (Заключение) 

The introduction of Moodle 

learning platform in the educa-

tional process makes it much eas-

ier and improves, as it provides a 

wide range of opportunities for 

both teachers and students. It al-

lows students to become more ac-

tive participants in the learning 

process. Contributing input re-

quires that students comprehend 

what is being discussed, organize 

their thinking coherently, and ex-

press that thinking with LSP.  

In our opinion, the work in the 

Moodle learning platform will 

help students to improve their 

skills of independent activity, ex-

pand their knowledge, learn self - 

control and plan their personal 

time, as well as bring them closer 

to understanding the importance 

of digital educational tools and 

apps.
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Аннотация. 

Введение. В последние годы использование цифровых инструментов 

и приложений на занятиях со студентами становится неотъемлемой частью 

учебного процесса в высшей школе. Цифровой мир постоянно меняется и 

преподавание в этих условиях – сложная задача. Существует много прило-

жений, инструментов и ресурсов, которые могут быть использованы в учеб-

ном процессе, в частности, в преподавании языка для специальных целей 

(LSP). 

Материалы и методы. Основными методами исследования являются 

анализ научной литературы по проблеме преподавания LSP и инновацион-

ных платформ обучения на занятиях иностранного языка, а также диагно-

стические методы, включающие наблюдение, описание и методы статисти-

ческой обработки данных. 

Результаты. Включение образовательной платформы Moodle в учеб-

ный процесс в университете доказывает, что ее использование на занятиях 

иностранного языка делает их более интерактивными и интегративными. 

Обсуждение. Исследование показывает, что в учебном процессе 

можно использовать множество образовательных платформ, приложений, 

инструментов и ресурсов.  

Заключение. Применение цифровых технологий, образовательных 

платформ, в частности, платформы Moodle, на занятиях иностранного 

языка позволяет больше экспериментировать в преподавании учебного 

предмета и получать мгновенную обратную связь. Цифровые образователь-

ные инструменты и приложения могут изменять процесс преподавания 

языка для специальных целей. 

Ключевые слова: цифровые инструменты и приложения, учебный 

процесс, язык для специальных целей (LSP), технологии обучения, образо-

вательная платформа Moodle. 

Основные положения: 

- в статье описана роль языка для специальных целей (LSP) в препо-

давании иностранного языка в высших учебных заведениях; 

- исследование определило цифровое образование как одно из наиболее 
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эффективных в обучении языку для специальных целей студентов неязыко-

вых вузов; 

- статья делает обзор основных цифровых инструментов и приложе-

ний в обу-чении языку для специальных целей. 
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