S. K. Voynatovskaya, S. V. Antonova, S. Seving

68

DOI: 10.25588/CSPU.2018.88..6..005
UDC 378.146
BBK 81.2

S. K. Voynatovskaya?, S. V. Antonova?, S. Seving®
'ORCID No. 0000-0001-6257-7559
Associate Professor of the Foreign Languages Chair, Ulyanovsk, Russia.
E-mail: voj-svetlana@yandex.ru

20ORCID No. 0000-0003-4868-1274
Associate Professor of the Foreign Languages Chair, Ulyanovsk, Russia.
E-mail: svicantonova@yandex.ru

SORCID No. 0000-0003-4868-1274
Prof. Dr. Siileyman Seving, Department of Computer Engineering Dokuz Eylul
University Izmir, Turkey.
E-mail: suleyman.sevinc@deu.edu.tr

INNOVATIVE LEARNING PLATFORMS IN LSP TEACHING
AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL

Abstract

Introduction. In recent years, the use of technological aids, es-
pecially those related to digital tools and apps, has increasingly be-
come a common feature of the classroom in universities. Teaching in
a digital world is a difficult task. The digital world is constantly
changing, and it can be hard to keep up with new trends.

Materials and methods. The main research methods include
analysis of scientific literature on the problem of LSP teaching and
innovative learning platforms in the foreign languages classes, as
well as diagnostic methods, including observation, description, and
methods of statistical data processing.

Results. The introduction of Moodle learning platform into the
educational process in our University proves that it can be brought
in any learning process to make it more interactive and integrative.

Discussion. The study shows that a lot of apps, tools and re-

sources can be used in teaching process.
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Conclusion. Applying such digital technologies in classes al-
low us to experiment more in foreign languages teaching and get

instant feedback. Digital educational tools and apps can modify the

LSP teaching as well.

Keywords: digital tools and apps, teaching process, language

for Specific Purposes (LSP), learning technologies, Moodle learning

platform
Highlights:

- the paper described the role of Language for Specific Pur-

poses (LSP) in the higher education institutions;

- the study defined digital education as the most effective in

LSP teaching to non- linguist students;

- the paper overviewed digital tools and apps in LSP teaching.

1. Introduction (BBexenue).

Digital language learning be-
comes very crucial in the LSP
teaching. Computer technology
has the capacity to facilitate peo-
ple to access to other people as
well as to information and data
(Kern & Warchauher, 2000). It
can be a model of LSP teaching
and may serve as a guide for de-
signing learning platforms in the
educational process. This vast
variety of digital tools and apps
provides a lot of opportunities to
penetrate into our life including
education. In educational field,
especially in LSP teaching and
learning, the learning platforms

provide a strong demand to bring

its apps in classroom teaching.
Digital tools and apps open new
prospects for students. The suc-
cess of such teaching process is
possible because of the introduc-
tion the learning platforms into
The

main targets using digital tools

universities  classrooms.
and apps are to encourage stu-
dents to work individually and in
an autonomous way on their lan-
guage.

2 .Materials and methods
(Matepuajbl M MeTO/AbI)

Language for Specific Pur-
poses (LSP)

In the higher education institu-
tions Language for Specific Pur-

poses (LSP) plays an important role
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because globalization in the
world requires professionals and
specialists in various areas to
communicate successfully in for-
eign languages. The success is
conditional on their ability to
manage language barriers with
respect to their professional ar-
eas. English for Specific Pur-
poses is meant that type of lan-
guage learning which has its fo-
cus on all aspects of language
pertaining to a particular field of
human activity (Wright, 1992: 3).
In other words, it is a way of
teaching/learning English  for
specialized subjects with some
specific vocational and educa-
tional purposes in mind. In LSP
syllabus, the teaching content is
geared to the special language
'repertoire' pertaining to the spe-
cialized aims that are required of
the learners. Teaching LSP to
non- linguist students is a diffi-
cult task because there are a lot
of different teaching methods
which differ in their conceptuali-
sation and operationalisation of
LSP, and as a result in their learn-
ing outcomes for students.

The origin of LSP is closely con-

nected with the needs of individ-
uals. In general, LSP puts great
emphasis on the practical results
of language learning and deals
with language of business, sci-
ence and technology, economics,
management, veterinary medi-
cine, agriculture and etc., which
makes it complicated to choose
the teaching methods those would
apply to all disciplines and pro-
fessional activities the learners
are involved in. As a result, the
LSP teaching methods always in-
tegrates the language learning
and subject learning approaches.
Defined to meet the

needs of the learners, LSP makes

specific

use of teaching methods and the
activities of the discipline it
serves by focusing on the lan-
guage appropriate to these activ-
ities. As a specific approach to
language teaching methods, LSP
requires that “all decisions as to
content and method be based on
the learner’s reason for learning”
(Hutchinson and Waters, 1987:
19)

3. Results (Pe3yabTarsl)

In modern world, it is difficult

to find an area of life that hasn’t
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been affected by the process of
Modern

technologies have deeply pene-

digitalization. digital
trated into every branch of our so-
ciety, including education, as well.
However, there is a still lot of po-
in that field that hasn’t

been taken advantage of, and that

tential

situation should be corrected in
the near future, because there are
plenty of benefits digital educa-
tion is here to give.

Digital education is the most
effective when delivered by teach-
ers experienced in their subjects.
The best way to maintain the con-
nection between digital education
and the values of traditional edu-
cation is through ensuring that
digital learning is taught by fully
qualified and interested teachers
using digital educational tools and
different apps. During the classes
they involve such tools as: live
chat; audio and video conferenc-
ing; data and application sharing;
joint viewing of multimedia
presentations; online slide shows.

E-mails, discussions, news-
groups and file attachments as the
time-delayed capabilities of the

Internet are also used.

4. Discussion (O0cyxaeHue)

Nowadays learning technolo-
gies play a fundamental role in
the processes of LSP teaching. A
lot of digital education tools have
been created with the purpose of
giving autonomy to the students
improving their language skills
in the LSP learning. They encour-
age collaboration, and facilitate
communication between teachers
and learners employing modern
technologies and communica-
tions in order to provide students
with specific information. These
modern technologies enable to
introduce elements of the future
profession facts into the educa-
tion process, which should im-
prove student motivation and in-
formation retention, as well as
their ability to do their own re-
search and work in teams. It also
allows for individual learning
and encourages students to seek
out the content that they like.

Digital tools and apps in LSP
teaching

There are a lot of digital tools
that can help you in LSP teaching.
Learning technologies applying
in the Ulyanovsk State Agrarian

Pedagogical sciences
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University named after P. Stoly-
pin (Ulyanovsk, Russia) in LSP
teaching are:

Moodle. Moodle is a learning
platform designed to provide
teachers, administrators and stu-
dents with a single robust, secure
and integrated system to create
their own custom learning envi-
ronments. It is also an open
source, and it can be expanded
through integration of different
features, plugins, and modules.

Socrative. Socrative is the ef-
fective app. Socrative allows
teachers to connect with students
and they no longer need to guess
which students have understood
the learning material. Students
share their understanding by an-
swering formative assessment
questions in a variety of formats:
quizzes, quick question polls,
exit tickets and others. The teach-
ers assess students with prepared
activities to get immediate in-
sight into student understanding.
The teachers use auto-populated
results to determine the best in-
structional approach to most ef-
fectively drive learning, the stu-

dents share their inquiry using

the app, and provide the feed-
back, making the teacher’s job
much easier.

that

interactive

Engrade. Engrade is
teachers can create
lessons using the materials they
have collected online, and even
make online quizzes that will
prepare their students for future
tests.

Kahoot! Kahoot! Is a game-
based learning platform, used as
educational technology in learn-
ing institutions. It allows teach-
ers to introduce gaming elements
in their classroom in order to en-
gage students and grab their at-
tention. The app enables them to
create presentation, quizzes, and
collaborate on each new lesson.
Students can take part in check-
ing out the presentations. It is
best suitable for team work.

Moodle learning platform

All of these apps are used by
the teachers in our University.
But in this work we will focus on
the Moodle learning platform.

Moodle has a number of ad-
vantages. In connection with the
tendency to increase the number of

international educational programs
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(training courses and seminars, as
well as in connection with the
need to export educational ser-
vices), there is a need for multi-
lingual support of educational re-
sources. Moodle supports more
than 70 languages of the world,
which allows using it in more than
197 countries of the world.

In the Ulyanovsk State Agrar-
ian University named after P.A.
Stolypin an English language
course for the first and second
year students of the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine and Biotech-
nology is introduced in the educa-
tional process. This course is
based on the Moodle learning
platform. It consists of a note for
working, an English-Russian dic-
tionary, theoretical grammar,
questions for self-control and ex-
ercises for consolidation of
knowledge in grammar, conversa-
tional topics, texts for additional
reading in specialty. There is an
english — russian glossary that
greatly helps students to translate
professionally - oriented texts.
is divided
terms. The Moodle learning plat-

This course into 4

form provides the addition active

elements for the organization of
students’ individual work to the
course. It is the work with the el-
ements of the course evaluated by
the system or the teacher and, ul-
timately, allows the teachers to
give the summative assessment
for learning the material.

The most common elements of
the course:

Task. The teacher sets a task
for students, which requires pre-
paring a response in electronic
form (in any format) and upload-
ing it to a dedicated element of
the course. Then this respond is
checked and the teacher can give
Students inde-

pendently study the grammatical

the mark for it.

material, do exercises and send
them to the teacher for checking.
They also work on conversational
topics and answer questions to
them, read and translate the text
for additional reading in spe-
cialty, simultaneously compile a
dictionary of unknown words.

After studying the material of
each semester, grammar topics are
evaluated using tests.

Test. This of the

course allows the teacher to make

element
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test questions. Questions can be:
multiple choice answers, with a
choice of true/false assuming a
short text answer, as well as other
types. All questions are stored in
the database and can be subse-
quently reused. Tests can show
correct answers or just a mark.
Chat.

hold discussions in online envi-

It allows a teacher to

ronments. Chatting involves the
simultaneous presence of teachers
and students in the course. This is
a convenient way to get infor-
mation about how the material is
learned. The teacher talks with
the student on the learned topics,
and students translate any passage
of the professionally oriented
texts for additional reading, an-
swer questions and learned words.

Surveys. They are a simple el-
ement of the course, allowing a
teacher to ask the question by
choosing one of some answers.
They are useful as a quick recita-
tion and to find general opinions
in the process of researching
problems.

Glossary. This 1s a dictionary
of terms and concepts used in the

course. When reading the text in

specialty, students compile a dic-
tionary of unknown words and
terms.

To use the individual elements
in the course the teacher inserts
them in the right section of the
course. The teacher adds the ele-
ments in the edit mode.

5. Conclusion (3akawo4uenmue)

The introduction of Moodle
learning platform in the educa-
tional process makes it much eas-
ier and improves, as it provides a
wide range of opportunities for
both teachers and students. It al-
lows students to become more ac-
tive participants in the learning
process. Contributing input re-
quires that students comprehend
what is being discussed, organize
their thinking coherently, and ex-
press that thinking with LSP.

In our opinion, the work in the
Moodle learning platform will
help students to improve their
skills of independent activity, ex-
pand their knowledge, learn self -
control and plan their personal
time, as well as bring them closer
to understanding the importance

of digital educational tools and

apps.
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Beeoenue. B nocneqnue rosibl UCMOJIb30BaHUE ITUGPOBBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB
Y MIPUJIOKEHUH HA 3aHATHUSAX CO CTyACHTaMU CTAHOBUTCS HEOTHEMIIEMON YaCThIO
y4eOHOTrO0 mpoiiecca B BhIcIIen mkoie. [[uppoBoit Mup mocToSHHO MEHSETCS U
MPEno/IaBaHue B 3TUX YCIOBUAX — CI0KHAs 3aa4a. CyllecTByeT MHOTO ITPUIIO-
KEHUUN, UTHCTPYMEHTOB U PECYPCOB, KOTOPBIE MOTYT OBITh UCIIOIH30BaHbI B yueO-
HOM IIpOIIeCCe, B YACTHOCTH, B MPEMOJAABAHUM S3bIKA JIJISl CTICIIMAJIBHBIX 1IeIeH
(LSP).

Mamepuanvi u memoosi. OCHOBHBIMA METOJJAMHU M CCIIEOBAHUS SABIIIOTCS
aHaJiM3 HAy4YHOU JIUTEepaTypsl Mo npodiemMe npenogaBanusi LSP u nHHOBaIIMOH-
HBIX IaTHOopM O0yUYEHHUS Ha 3aHSITHSIX MHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKA, & TAKXKe JUarHo-
CTUYECKHE METO/IbI, BKIIIOUAIOIIE HAOIOICHHE, OITMCAHUE U METOJIbI CTaTUCTH-
4eCcKoi 00pabOTKU JIAHHBIX.

Pe3ynomamui. Bkntouenue odpazoBarenbHoi miargopmsl Moodle B yue6-
HBI MPOIECC B YHUBEPCUTETE JOKA3BIBACT, UTO €€ MCIOIb30BAHNE HA 3aHATHUIX
WHOCTPAHHOTO A3bIKA JIeNIaeT UX 00Jiee MHTEPAKTUBHBIMU U UHTETPATUBHBIMHU.

Obcyocoenue. VccrenoBanue IOKa3bIBaeT, YTO B y4eOHOM IIpoliecce
MOKHO HCIOJIb30BaTh MHOXKECTBO OOpa30BaTEIbHBIX IIATPOPM, MPUITOKEHUH,
WHCTPYMEHTOB U PECYPCOB.

3aknouenue. Tlpumenenne 1MUOPOBBIX TEXHOJOTHM, 00pa3oBaTEIbHBIX
wiargopm, B yacTHOCTH, iathopmbl Moodle, Ha 3aHATHAX HHOCTPAHHOTO
S3bIKa TIO3BOJIAET OOJIbIIE IKCIEPUMEHTUPOBATH B MPEIOJaBaAHUKM YYEOHOTO
npenMeTa U IoJydaTh MTHOBEHHYIO 00paTHyto CBs3b. L{udpoBsie oOpa3zoBaresnnb-
HbIC WHCTPYMEHTHI W TPUJIOKEHHUS MOTYT M3MEHSATH TPOIECC MPEIOoaaBaHms
SI3BIKA JIJIS CTICIIUATLHBIX TIETICH.

KiroueBbie cjioBa: mudpoBble MHCTPYMEHTHI U MIPUJIOKECHHUS, YICOHBIN
npoliecc, A3bIK A5 crenuanbHbix menei (LSP), rexnonorun o6ydenusi, 06pazo-
BaTenbHas miargopma Moodle.

OCHOBHBIE OJIOKEHMSI:

- B CTaTbhe€ OMKCaHa POJib sI3bIKA I crenuanbHbIX 1esneit (LSP) B npero-
JTaBaHWY WHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKA B BHICIINX yUEOHBIX 3aBEICHUSX;

- MCCIIEZIOBaHUE OIPEISITIIIO0 ITM(POBOE 00pa30BaHUE KaK OJTHO U3 HanOoJee
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3¢ dEeKTUBHBIX B 00yUEHUU SI3BIKY JIJISI CTICHUATBHBIX 1EJIeH CTYACHTOB HES3BIKO-
BBIX BY30B;
- CTaThs JeNaeT 0030p OCHOBHBIX LIU(PPOBBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB U MPUIIOKE-

HUI B 00y-4Y€HUU A3BIKY JUISI CIIELIMAIBHBIX LIEJIEH.
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